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By Chaplain (LCDR) Jason DiPinto, United States Navy 

As followers of Jesus and members of the Vineyard movement of churches, we believe the calling of 
Christ Jesus is to proclaim the in-breaking of the Kingdom of God to all people, expanding Kingdom 
ministry outside the walls of the church. Chaplains are vocational ministers serving in institutions 
which are not the Church, but which nevertheless require the application of spiritual authority and 
leadership not unlike that of the local church pastors, missionaries, and church planters. 

Vineyard USA churches have pastors and other leaders who are already serving as chaplains in 
different capacities including police/fire, hospital, prison, VA, etc. Military chaplains have additional 
unique requirements and serve in all branches in the active-duty, Reserves, and National Guard. 
Chaplains minister to service members, veterans, and military families. Part-time military chaplains 
normally serve in full-time ministries as local church pastors, or in other civilian chaplaincies. 

Military chaplains function like missionary church planters, sent from a local church into a new and 
distinct cultural context. While military culture is related to US culture, it is certainly distinct, and the 
culture is formed both “at home” and abroad. This creates unique Gospel opportunities and 
challenges for military chaplains. Chaplains move around the country as itinerant ministers, serving 
multiple commands across broad geographic areas and functional domains. There may be months 
when they are not physically near other Vineyard churches. When military chaplains are stationed 
overseas, it is likely they will not have reliable fellowship with Vineyard churches. Yet they are asked to 
preach, teach, perform weddings and funerals, baptisms and baby dedications, lead communion 
services and pray for the sick or dying. 

Vineyard theology is well-attuned to the work of chaplaincy, and military chaplaincy provides a place 
to be ‘authentically Vineyard:’ 

1. “The Now and Not-Yet.” Vineyard chaplains see eschatological tension every day. As strict 
non-combatants, military chaplains have the honor of representing the ‘future kingdom’ to 
institutions that are symbols of our broken world and helping service members seek the 
inbreaking of the Kingdom of God in the hope of eschatological fulfillment. 

2. “Doing the Stuff.” Chaplains minister from Vineyard Values. This means Vineyard Chaplains 
pray for the sick, cast out demons, expect to hear the voice of God, invite the Holy Spirit’s 
powerful presence, etc. 
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3. “The Meat is in the Street.” Chaplains minister outside of a church setting, leading services 
and engaging daily conversations about faith. Military chaplains are incarnational – their 
uniforms identify them, and the authority and camaraderie created by rank and shared service 
and sacrifice make for frequent conversations about matters of eternal importance. 

4. “Faith is spelled R-I-S-K.” Military chaplains care for their units before, during, and after 
deployments, occasionally traveling around the world care for those in need. 

The example of caring for the military comes directly from Jesus himself. In Matthew 8:5-13 Jesus 
acknowledges the faith and heals the servant of a Roman Centurion. In Acts 10, the Centurion 
Cornelius is filled with the Holy Spirit – so that the sending of the Gospel to the Gentiles is a direct 
result of this unexpected ‘military chaplaincy’ moment by the Apostle Peter. 

The military expects chaplains to be ordained ministers, with significant church leadership experience 
prior to acceptance. Chaplains earn pay and other benefits, including access to health care, quality 
ongoing ministry training, and retirement benefits. Since 2012, Vineyard USA has coordinated 
chaplain oversight through Vineyard Missions, as those ‘sent’ from churches into various unique 
institutional contexts. Yet, in contrast to many traditional missionary endeavors, military chaplains 
are welcomed by military leadership as an asset to troop welfare, morale, and morals.  MIlitary 
chaplains are called on - even expected - to perform our service to God in pastoring others, without 
any fundraising requirement. 

Advising prospective pastors about military chaplaincy is similar to identifying missionaries, church 
planters, or pastors. This includes both intentional apprenticeship into all aspects of church 
leadership, and theological reflection on the essentials of Christian doctrine and distinctives of the 
Vineyard. Prospective chaplains need deliberate mentorship through the difficulties of pastoral 
decision-making. If the local church cannot provide sufficient experience, this is an opportunity for the 
Regional Leader to solicit ministry opportunities from neighboring Vineyard congregations. 

As the number of veterans increases after almost two decades of constant wars, and young people 
from our congregations join the military, Vineyard chaplaincy should become an extension of our care 
for our own congregations outside the church building. As Vineyard Chaplains serve in active-duty and 
Reserve/National Guard positions, they embody the congregations they represent, and extend the 
ministry and mission of the local church into these unique and life-shaping environments. 


